Petition for Fairer Funding for Cambridgeshire Schools

Dear Parents, Carers, Students, Staff and Governors

Cambridgeshire receives one of the lowest 'per-pupil' funding allocations across England, currently ranked as 143 out of 152 local authorities.  For example:

· If you lived in Peterborough, your school would get an additional £572 (on average) for every child 
· And in Essex, it would be £179 (on average) for each child.
The present national formula for funding schools is blatantly unfair.  If Cambridgeshire were to receive the average funding for local authorities in England, we would receive £35M more every year.  If your school had 1000 pupils, it would receive about £400,000 more per annum.  If your school had 250 pupils the difference would be £100,000 every year.

This low level of funding is having a significant impact on the education of our children in Cambridgeshire and thus on their life chances.  The Government is planning to make changes to the funding formula, but we are seriously concerned that the basic entitlement may be too small, and the speed of transition too slow to make a difference to the children in school now.

As a result, we are raising this petition to the Secretary of State for Education for fairer funding for our schools in Cambridgeshire.  We would ask you to support the petition by signing below, and return it to school no later than 7 February 2012.   We plan to present petition personally soon after half term.  Please note, all names and addresses provided on the petition will be passed through Parliament but it is acceptable to use the full school address.
Thank you very much
Philip
Philip Hodgson, Chair, Cambridgeshire Schools Forum

(
Petition

To the House of Commons.

The Petition of residents of Cambridgeshire,

Declares that the Petitioners believe that there should be a fair financial settlement for education in Cambridgeshire.

The Petitioners therefore request that the House of Commons urges the Secretary of State for Education to provide the same basic amount for every pupil across England and to make the transition to the proposed new funding formula within the shortest possible period.

And the Petitioners remain, etc.  
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Please indicate the number of signatures on this page
