
THE WRITE STUFF



Our English Writing Curriculum

At Lionel Walden, we believe that our children 
deserve a broad and ambitious English writing 
curriculum, rich in skills and knowledge, which ignites 
their passion to write and express themselves.

The ability to communicate effectively, confidently and 
with clarity is a crucial life skill that is developed 
throughout their time at school, ready to be further 
developed as they transition to secondary school and 
beyond.



Big Ideas in English 

Organisation

Grammar and 

punctuation

Vocabulary

Voice and 

style

The writing 

process

Love for 

writing

Handwriting

We want our children to be able to organise their own thoughts and ideas in a 

logical and coherent way.

We want our children to be able understand and use correct grammar and 

punctuation, ensuring that sense is made when writing.

Words add shades of colour and feeling to writing and ensures that children more 

precisely articulate meaning in their writing.

We encourage our children to develop their own unique voice and style to their 

writing that reflects their personality and interests

Children learn to brainstorm, draft, revise, edit and publish their own ideas. This 

helps them produce more polished pieces of writing

We believe that all children should be encouraged to take pride in the presentation 

of their writing.

Ultimately, we want our children to enjoy the writing process. By providing great 

writing stimuli and opportunities to be creative, our children are more likely to 

continue writing and developing their skills throughout their lives



Audience – who will read your writing?

Purpose – why are you writing it? What 

do you aim to achieve from it?

Text Type – what form will your writing 

take?  Why have you chosen this text 

type to get your message across?



WHAT IS THE WRITE STUFF?

The Write Stuff is based on two guiding principles; teaching sequences that 

slide between experience days and sentence stacking lessons. 

With modelling at the heart of them, the sentence stacking lessons are broken 

into bite-sized chunks and taught under the structural framework of The 

Writing Rainbow.

Teachers prepare children for writing by modelling the ideas, grammar or 

techniques of writing.



WHAT IS THE WRITE STUFF?



BENEFITS?



Children find the ‘structure’ to non-

fiction texts by examining model texts.

They then use this structure to help 

with organising their own writing.



THREE ZONES OF WRITING!

Fantastics - The writing ideas

Grammaristics – Tools of writing

Boomtastics – Techniques of writing



FANTASTICS!

*FANTASTICs are your ideas for writing.

*Each learning chunk (i.e. sentence) should focus on at least one FANTASTICS lens 

at a time.

*The FANTASTICS should be displayed in the classroom because these are referred 

to the most.



GRAMMARISTICS!

Grammaristics are the tools for writing.

For KS1 the Basics should include nouns, adjectives and coordinating conjunctions (e.g. and, but, so, 

or) and this can then be built on with more complex conjunctions in KS2

Complex sentences – Simple sentences in Year 1 with Year 2 introducing complex sentences using basic 

subordinating conjunctions (e.g. because to explain why.) 

Compound and complex sentences will be extended upon in KS2 with embedded clauses (that, where, 

who, which, when, whose.)



BOOMTASTICS!

Boomtastics are the techniques of writing.

These are used for the ‘deepening the moment challenges’ once introduced to 

the children as extra writing challenges within a learning chunk.





Open-ended and 

immersive
Build knowledge or 

exposure to something 

that the children might be 

unfamiliar with.
Enrich children's own 

writing and level up the 

playing field.

Experience lessons include immersive teaching to stimulate ideas and get children involved in their 

writing. They should strengthen context and build imagination as well as exposing children to vocabulary. 

They can include: 

*Drama

*Hot-seating/discussions

*Music/video linked to feelings, sounds, experiences

*Looking at and touching artefacts linked to the story



Sentence stacking involves lots of 

modelling, sharing of ideas and 

collecting vocabulary and 

grammatical features. 

These lessons concentrate on the teaching of writing with a sharp focus on the craft 

and construction of sentences. Sentences created by pupils should be shared and 

celebrated.

They follow a clear structure of initiate, model and enable. 

Each Sentence Stacking lesson is organised into three learning chunks. A learning chunk 

is a sentence so 3 learning chunks will be 3 sentences per plot point.



Each learning chuck last for about 

20 minutes

A Lesson Structure



Initiate Part

The initiate part is where the 

children share ideas for the 

FANTASTICS using the method 

chatting and jotting, also know as 

chotting! The children will collect 

words, phrases etc, adding them to 

their vocabulary vault and then 

share them with the class using ‘kind 

calling out.’

Model Part

The model part of the learning chunk 

is when the teacher will model the 

writing using the shared ideas. Ideas 

will be discussed on how to start the 

sentence, how to structure the 

sentence effectively and which shared 

word/s to use. At this stage, make 

sure you model how to re-read a 

sentence back, how to speak a 

sentence out loud and don’t be 

afraid to make purposeful 

mistakes!

Enable Part

This is the part when the children 

use the shared ideas from the 

chotting session and your 

modelled example to write their 

own sentence. This is the stage 

to get ‘deepening the 

moment’ into children’s 

writing by adding in an extra 

challenge (more on this later.)
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Children’s sentences 

are used to build an 

ongoing model of 

writing.

They are credited with 

the use of their 

sentence.



Each year group has 

expectations linked to the 

DfE English curriculum.

This provides a framework 

for teachers to assess 

where children are up to 

in their writing journey.


